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be answered that international law makes no dis-
tinction with regard to states: that law and right
are to be observed, for the sake of fulfilling a duty
by the person that observes them, on their own ac-
count, and irrespective of other considerations. And,
lastly^ as it appears we had an extradition treaty
with Ashanti, if the kingdom of Ashanti was
thought worthy of international stipulations, other
international usages should have been complied with.

Besides, disregard of right in dealings with one
country serves as an example for a similar disregard
in another; the evil extends and increases, till the
habitual mixing up of war and peace in China has
confused the public mind to such an extent that
public approbation was given to the expedition of
Garibaldi to Sicily, which in no respects differed
from the attempt of the Savoyards to seize upon.
Geneva, in 1602, by escalade. The Savoyards failed
in their attempt, and all their prisoners were hanged.
Vattel quotes this as an instance of brigandage
rather than of war,* and says of the execution of
the prisoners, that " Geneva was not blamed for an
action which would have been detested in a formal
war/'

In explaining that no nation has a right to meddle
with the government of another, and that no sove-
* Vattel, book iii. chap. iv. sect. 68.